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Report of the Scientific Survey. 





Several weeks since we gave a brief notice of the 
last Report of Mr. Secretary Goopate, (1861,) re- 
ferring mainly to that portion embracing his own 
report upon Marine Manures ; and now that the 
entire report is printed and nearly ready for de- 
livery, it affords an opportunity to refer to it 
again, particularly to that portion embracing the 
result of the Scientific Survey of the State during 
the past year. 

About 260 pages of the volume, comprise the 
report proper, of the Survey. It is divided into 
two parts; the first comprising general reports 
upon the natural history and Geology of the 
State, including Dr. Holmes’ outline of the phy- 
sical geography of the eastern portion of the 
State, followed by a catalogue of the birds and 
animals of Maine. Brief botanical and entomo- 
logical reports follow. Then comes the first part 
of Prof. Hitchcock’s report upon the Geology of 
Maine. We have before alluded to the elemen- 
tary and popular character of this part of the 
report. Divested, as much as possible of all 
purely technical terms except so far as necessary, 
its aim has been to popularize the subject, treating 
it in a style at once attractive and entertaining. 
Where technical terms are used, an explanation 


Liquid Manure. 


We are inclined to the belief that the farmers 
of Maine, taken together, are among the most 
careless people in the world, as it regards the sav- 


way or other what their cattle make at their 
barns, and that is all the trouble they take in the 
matter. They either have not the means, or if 
they have will not try any of the artificial fertil- 
izers to be found in the market ; and as for say- 
ing any of the liquid manures that are made by 
their stock, it never once enters their minds. 
What of it becomes absorbed by the solids with 
which it comes in contact may be retained, and 
used with it; the remainder passes away by evap- 
oration, or runs to waste elsewhere. 

Now let us look at a few facts in this business. 
A very skillful and observing German chemist, 
(Prof. Sprengel,) has stated that from actual ex- 
periment he has ascertained that a common sized 
cow produces annually, 18,000 pounds of urine. 
That this amount contains*900 pounds of solid 
matter, This solid matter is equal to the best 
guano, weight for weight. At the lowest price 
of guano, 900 pounds would be worth $20. Yet 
this valuable fertilizing material, produced ina 
liquid condition, is almost wholly, if not entirely 
lost to the farmer through his own neglect in not 
providing the means of saving it. If every owner 
of a cow could realize that she would give him 
900 pounds of guano in a year, or even 300 lbs., 
wouldn’t he put a higher value upon the animal 
than ever before? Well, in order to have it, 
nothing more is required than to make some sort 
of a cistern or vat in which to catch and retain, 





of them has been given in the introductory part, 
and it is only necessary to give a few hours study 
to this, before acquiring a sufficient knowledge | 
of the subject to be not only capable, but studi- | 
ously anxious to peruse the entire report. This, 
we regard as a most important matter; to so sim- 
plify and make attractive the subject of geology, 
that our young farmers may be induced to not 
only study other works upon the topic, but to ap- 
ply the knowledge gained to their own farms and 
localities, and thereby become practical geologists. 

After devoting considerable space to a descrip- 
tion and classification of the various rock forma- 
tions in our State, Prof. Hitchcock next treats of | 
economical geology, giving an account of rocks 
and minerals with a refereace to their pecuniary 
value, or their application to the wants of society. | 
This includes examinations and analysis of iron 
ores found in several parts of Aroostook county, | 
and also in various other towns in the State; of | 
the lead ores found at Parsonsfield and Lubec ; of | 
the zinc and copper existing in the above men- | 
tioned towns ; an examination of the tin found | 
at Bluehill and Paris ; and of the gold represented | 
as occurring in Somerset and Franklin counties. | 
This also includes accounts of the granite and | 
marble quaries, of the slate works, limestone, 
serpentine, water-lime or cement, materials for 
the manufacture of bricks and glass, and of nat- | 
ural fertilizers, which our State contains in | 
abundance. This is the most interesting portion 
of the report because most useful. It has prac- 
tical utility to it. It is what adds to the wealth 
of the State and contributes to the prosperity of | 
the people ;—and whatever brings money into the | 
hands of the people, contributes to the wealth of | 
the State or can be applied to the various uses of | 
the arts, is of the utmost importance. Hence, 
we see the benefit and utility of a survey like 
the present. It gives us a knowledge of the 
extent and value of our natural resources, it 
points out favorable situations for manufacturies, 
quaries and other localities for the purpose of 
taking advantage of the natural capabilities for 
the production of certain commodities thereby 
turning them into money. Various quaries of 
lime rock have been found, the manufacture of 
which in some sections has grown to be one of 
the most important sources of domestic revenue 
within our State. Other discoveries have been 
made, which, with further examination will 
doubtless prove the germ of future operations of | 
a large kind, and of great pecunirry importance. 

The second part comprises the physical geog- 
raphy, agricultural capacities, geology, botany, 
and zoology of the wild lands in the northern 
portion of the State, and as a considerable por- 
tion of these lands are those which have never 
before been scientifically examined, the various 
articles possess from this consideration a greater 
interest. The botanical portion, as reported by | 
Mr. G. L. Goodale, we shall refer to hereafter. 

In this part of the work, Prof. Hitchcock con- | 
tinues his geological report embracing the exam- 
inations of the wild lands of the St. John’s, the 
region betweon the mouth of the Seboois river 
and Masardis, Fish River lakes, the country from | 
thence on the Aroostook river to Presque Isle, | 
and the country southwest of Mount Katahdin. | 
This report is of more than usual interest, because 
it enlarges the boundaries of science, and presents | 
to usa most entertaining field of scientific re- 
search. The labors of another season will doubt- | 
less present us with more thorough and complete 
results of the explorations of certain localities in | 
this section, including the marble quaries near 














free from waste and evaporation, the liquid mate- 


rial that your stock produces. We should think 


that a cistern made under the floor of the stable 
and tie-up, with suitable conductors to convey 
the fluid to it, and gratings to keep out solids 
would pay with interest on the cost. If on a side 
hill, large tubes or conductors at the bottom 
might be placed so as to diaw off the accumulated 
fluid when wanted. In case no such arrangement 
could be made,achain pump could be used to 
empty the cistern as often as needed. 

We are informed that the celebrated Mr. Mechi, 
who, by his system of ‘** high farming’’ has pro- 
duced astonishing crops, does it principally by 
the application of liquid manures. He has cis- 
terns in which the solid manures of his stock are 
put, and subjected to the action of water, and 
thus water when saturated with the soluble fer- 
tilizing principles of the material is conveyed to 
different parts of his field, by aqueducts laid on 
purpose for this use. We all know very well 
that this system of applying manure must be pro- 
ductive of great results. The only question in 
regard to it is, whether the extra outlay of aque- 
ducts, &c., would be repaid by the extra crop. 
But the common farmer could construct a vat 
or cistern for the purposes above mentioned, and 
apply the liquid in a more humble, if not so effi- 
cient a manner as Mechi does, and reap a corres- 
ponding profit. 





Agriculture of Massachusetts. 


With the usual promptness, the Ninth Annual 
Report of Mr. Secretary Flint, of the Massachu- 
setts Board of Agriculture, (for 1861) has been 
issued. It is published in good style, and forms 
a volume of nearly 600 pages. The contents as 
usual, are of a practical character, and many of 
the papers possess considerable importance. A 
different plan, however, seems to have been formed 
in the report of the Secretary, from that given in 
previous volumes. In this volume, the space 
usually occupied by Mr. Flint himself, is given up 
to various reports which were presented by mem- 
bers of the Board of Agriculture, at its session in 
the winter of 1861. These are upon the Diseases 
of Vegetation, by Dr. Bartlett; Cattle Breeding 
and Feeding, by Dr. Geo. B. Loring, (a most val- 
uable paper;) on the Protection of Sheep and 
Lambs, by R.S. Fay ; on the Wastes of the Farm, 
by J. S. Grennell; (a suggestive and practical 
report,) and on Wheat Culture, by L. Stock- 
bridge. A most interesting article on the Ani- 
mals of Massachusetts, by E. A. Samuels, follows, 
occupying about 60 pages. A few notes by Mr. 
Flint, reviewing his labors during the year, agd 
the reports of delegates to County Societies, (of no 
special value) finishes the first part of the volume. 

The second part embraces the doings of the 
County Societies for the year. It includes a num- 
ber of addresses, (fewer, however, than formerly,) 
and an excellent and useful essay on the Utility 
of Birds, by Wilson Flagg—one of our most 
charming writers on country life. The various 
statements on the difierent farm processes, present 
many points of interest ;—indeed this is one of 
the most practical, and therefore beneficial parts 
of the velume. We shall refer again to some of 
the statements given. The Agricultural Statis- 
tice of the State are presented at greater length, 
and in a more useful form than heretofore. Their 
importance requires a separate notice.—s. 











Washing Sheep---To Wash, or not to 
Wash, 


We have formerly been in the habit of remind- 


ing of manure. Most of them use up in some 


the Seboois in Aroostook county. 

The Chemical Report of Mr. Goodale, includes 
analysis of the mineral springs in Maine, which 
he divides into three classes : Sulphurcous, Chaly- 
beate and Saline. This also includes analysis of 
several specimens of marls, and suggestions on 
the manufacture of sulphur. A map of the 
northern portion of Maine, indicating the geo- 
logical markings obtained by the exploration is 
given. 

The results of the first year’s labors on the 
Survey will give the highest satisfaction to all ; 
and it is eminently gratifying that our Legisla- 
ture understood the value of these investigations, 


by wisely making an appropriation for their con- 
tinuance.—s, 





Bic Litre Oxex. Mr. Thomas Butler, of 
Dead River, writes us that a cow belonging to 
him, recently dropped a pair of twin oxen, weigh- 
ing 95 Ibs. each. It is the fourth pair which he 


has raised within twent H 
Dead River ! — sees 


00ers 
t Mr. John S. Sturgis, of Vassalboro’, has a 
lamb in his flock,. which, when 


one day old 
Weighed 11 lbs. It is a cross bitenen ints 
— and a New Brunswick buck, which Mr 

- Was 0 


ffered $75 for when it was brought here. 


ce Mr. B. FP. Allen, 
that he has a calf which 





of Detroit, informs us 
weighed, when one day 


| ing the wool growers of Maine every spring, of 
| the duty of washing faithfully and honestly their 
sheep before shearing. We did this because it 
used to be a custom for the wool buyers to make 
‘a fair and remunerating discrimination between 
| wool so washed, and that which was not. Cus- 
toms seem to have changed somewhat within a 
|few years, and that discrimination is not now 
made that we think there ought tobe. Why 
then, should the wool grower be to the labor and 
expense of cleansing his wool when he fares no 
better in the market than he who does not? or, 
if he does not fare enough better to repay him for 
his trouble and labor ? Manufacturers understand 
their own business, and if they find that it does 
not pay to make that discrimination they have a 
right to discontinue it. All the wool grower 
asks, is a fair understanding of the case. 

It is no small job to wash a flock of sheep. It 
is laborious and irksome to the operator. It is 
no particular benefit, and sometimes injurious to 
the sheep. If, therefore, the wool grower is to 
reap no honest benefit and advantage in doing it, 
he ought to quit it. 

We call attention to this subject now, because 
the shearing season is approaching. Wool will 
probably be in good demand, and prices fair. 
There will be an increased clip in Maine, and if 
the manufacturer does not want the fleece cleansed 
on the sheep sufficiently to induce him to pay for 
doing it, he ought to let it be known, and thereby 








eld, 107 pounds, 


save a vast amount of work and trouble to the 
wool growers of Maine, if no where else. 


Chandler’s Horse Hoe. 


The ingenuity of farmers and 
mechanics has been exercised for 
more than a century in devising 
machinery whereby a horse or an 
ox could be made to do the heavi- 
est part of hoeing and clearing 
the growing crop from weeds. A 
great many ingenious contrivances 
have been made and put into oper- ~ 
ation, some valuable for one pro- 
perty, and some for another. The 
field has been, therefore, and still is, open to com- 
petition. Among the ingenious men who have 
recently engaged in this field of inventive labor, 
is our friend Moses Chandler of East Corinth, 
Penobscot county, who, after three years’ experi- 
menting, has perfected his invention to his own 
satisfaction, and obtained a patent for the same. 
Mr. Chandler is a practical farmer, and has long 
seen the need of a hoe that might efficiently take, 
the place of the hand hoe, in the arduous labor 
of hoeing field andegarden crops. Le feels as- 
sured that he has accomplished this desideratum. 
This hoe was exhibited at the Fair of the Maine | 








1859. 

The Committee who had that class of agricul- 
tural implements under consideration, gave him| 
the first premium, and also highly complimented 
him. Since then, Mr. C. has much improved the 
hoe, and made it much more efficient. It is so 
constructed, and so adjustable, that it may be 
made to guage and furrow the rows for planting 
at any suitable distance apart to suit the opera- 
tor, and that too in the neatest manner. It will 
cover the seed in the drill or hill, and will also 
cultivate and hill up the growing crop in any de- 
sirable shape. We are assured by those who 
have used it that it pulverizes the ground thor- 
oughly, and in the ¢ime usually spent in cultivat- 
ing, the most of the hoeing may be done. 

Mr. Chandler makes the working part of his 
hoe of the best of cast steel, and although he 
warrants it to hold the draft of a pair of horses or 
oxen, it weighs only sixty-five pounds. It may 
be worked with one horse equally as well as with 
two. We commend this implement to those of 
our farming friends who have much hoeing to do, 
and for further particulars refer them to the in- 


ventor. 
—_———_ _+o@ee 


Root Pruning Fruit Trees. 


We believe it was Mr. Rivers, of England, a 
celebrated practical horticulturist, who first in- 














Communications. 


For the Maine Farmer. 


Practical Entomology---No. 2. 











Derinition. Entomology is that science and 
department of Natural History which treats of in- 
sects. Insects are animals without back-bones, 
therefore termed invertebrates. Their principal 
character consists in the division of their bodies 
into jointed rings or sections. Each perfect in- 
sect has six feet and legs. The chief portions of 
the body of the perfect insect are the head, thorax 
and abdomen ; the head is furnished with the eyes 


State Agricultural Society, held in Augusta ia | and,feelers or antennx ; the thorax with the legs 


and wings, and the abdomen with the piercer, 
sting, &c. Insects arrive to their adult or perfect 
state through a series of changes called metamor- 
phosis, viz: first the egg, second the darva, third 
the pupa and fourth the imago, which last is the 
perfect or winged insect. From the egg hatches 
a worm or caterpillar, which, after a period 
changes to a pupa, when it is dormant; after 
another period it throws aside the pupa covering 
and comes forth a perfect insect, which deposits 
eggs which pass through the same change. For 
convenience insects have been divided into various 
orders and classes. The first division is termed 
orders, then sections, then families, then genera, 
then species or individuals. 

As I shall have occasion frequently to name the 
orders, I will give them with the name of some 
well known insects of each order, for reference. 

Orver 1. Coleoptera.—The beetle tribe, four 
wings; outer ones hard, for protection ; Apple- 
tree borer, May beetle. 

2. Orthoptera.—Four parchment-like wings, 
and many of them long hind legs for leaping.— 
Grasshoppers, locusts, crickets. 

3. Hemiptera.—Four wings and sucker ; Plant 
lice, bugs. 

4. Neuroptera.—Net winged 
wings; mostly aquatic. 
May flies. 

5. Lepidoptera.—Four wings covered with 
scales, varivus culors; butterilics, moths and 
spinges. 

6. Hymenoptera.—Vein-winged, four; gener- 
ally provided with a sting; bees, wasps, ants, 
ichneumons. 


insects, four 
Dragon fly, aphis lion, 








troduced the practice of pruning the roots of fruit 
trees in order to make them produce fruit more| 
abundantly. He practiced on his pear trees for, 
two purposes, viz: first to dwarf or check their 
growth, and second by checking their forming 
too much wood to excite the fruit buds and ren- 
der them more prolific. This was done by dig- 
ging a circular trench at a certain distance from 
the trunk of the tree, sufficiently deep to cut off 
all the roots that extended that distance from it. 
This was filled with compost manure, which nour- 
ished the tree and sustained its productive pow- 
ers. 
We see that some of our best fruit growers are 
recommending this practice for all trees, and 
even to practice it on our old apple orchards as a 
method of renovating them and bringing them up 
to a healthy and highly productive standard. We 
do not know how this would succeed with them ; 
this we do know, however, that there are a great 
many old orchards in Maine on which it would do 
no harm to try the experiment. If it should fail 
they would be none the worse off. If it should 
succeed there would be a vast benefit resulting 
from the practice. 

The theory is that the rootlets or fibres of the 
roots are annuals; that they must be renewed 
every year, and search for nutriment in different 
spots. That by pruning, or shortening in the 
main roots, and filling around compost, their 
range is circumscribed, the fibres or rootlets mul- 
tiplied, and therefore the amount of nutriment to 
the trunk and branches and buds increased. 

At a meeting last March of the Brooklyn Hor- 
ticultural Society, which by the way seems to be 
one of the live societies of the day, this subject 
among many others came up, and we copy the 
following colloquy on this subject : 

‘‘Mr. Burgess. Prune roots ten feet from body 


of tree; every year prune them and feed them ; 
put in good rotten manure; peat is good fora 
winter top dressing. 

Mr. Brophy. No matter what age the tree is, 
it needs root pruning. Why? Because it mul- 
tiplies itself; we find new roots that are necessary 
to it. 

Mr. Fuller. Root pruning increases the num- 
ber of roots. The roots are only annuals; they 
die off.”’ 

It was also concluded that it was beneficial to 


root prune ornamertal trees as well as fruit trees. 





Jewels in Sheeps’ Ears. 


Mr. H. G. White, of New Hampshire, has pub- 
lished his mode of marking sWeep, which is quite 
a novel plan, but we think a pretty good one. 
His method is to make a hole in the lower margin 
of one of the ears and near the head. In this 
hole he suspends a copper or zinc label, with a 
number, or anything else stamped upon it he 
wishes. The label is circular, three-quarters of 
an inch across, and is suspended in its place by 
means of the common split steel rings, used for 
carrying keys on; or galvanized wire may be used 
for the rings. 

This mode may not be quite so cheap as cutting 
or slitting, and there is a possibility of its being 
lost or taken off, but where you wish to number 
the sheep with reference to a register, or other 
purpose, it must be very convenient. 


— someon 
A Fig Tree in Oxford County. 


Mr. Eprror :—As your excellent paper is some- 
times made the wolion of publishing the re- 
markable — in the animal vegetable 
and mineral kingdoms, allow me to mention one 
which I think worthy of note. While travelling 
through Oxford county about the middle of April, 
I called at Capt. Lewis Bisbee’s, who resides in 
the town of Sumner, and he showed me a fig-tree 
bearing Ags the size of an English walnut, and 
Icaves of the most magnificent proportions. This 
tree is something over three feet in height, was 
produced from the seed, and its growth only four 


Capt. Bisbee, himself, in which he gives the fol- 
lowing as the dimensions of the tree: height five 





Whole number of storms thi 


7. Diptera.—Two wings ; mosquito, house-fly, 
midge. 

Casinets, Preservation, &c. In studying in- 
sects, it will be necessary to preserve specimens 
for reference and comparison, and I will give a 
few plain and simple directions for so doing. The 
first thing required will be a case or receptacle fur 
holding the specimens and preserving them from 
the weather and insects that devour them. I 
will give a description of one 1 use, which is 
cheap and easily made. It is made of two-inch 
vine plank, and measures on the inside 284 15 
inches and 24 inches deep with a tight bottom or 
back, made of soft pine, and the whole inside coy- 
eaed with strong white printing paper pasted on. 
The upper or outer inside edge of the frame is 
grooved one-half inch deep, to let in the frames of 
glass doors fastened to the outside by hinges. 
The main portion of the case is 20 vis inches, 
having two doors of glass hung in wooden frames, 
closing at the centre. The remajning portion, 
which is separated from the first by a partition, 
has a door hung in same manner and is divided 
into two parts, the lower one to hold the setting 
board, and the upper furnished with shelves to 
hold the necessary implements, vials of specimens, 
&c. The principal point is to have the case as 
thight as possible. A piece of camphor should 
be kept in the case to help keep out the destruc- 
tive insects. This form is given as an example ; 
of course, each one can make one to suit their 
taste and means. Such a one will hold what in- 


seasons. I will name a few of the simplest and 
necessary implements. They are, common brass 
ins, of various sizes ; a setting board, which can 
made of soft pine or basswood, and is for hold- 
ing the insects until they are suitable for the cab- 
net; asetting needle which may be made of a 
slim darning needle, and is for convenience in ar- 
ranging the limbs, &c., of the insect ; a vial of 
chloroform which is for killing the specimens. 
If chloroform cannot be obtained, spirits of tur- 
pentine will answer. All that is required to _ 
serve specimens of the perfect insects is to force 
a pin through the body between the wings. The 
pin should be proportioned to the size of the in- 
sect, should project through far enough to fasten 
in the board and still leave enough of the top to 
be easily grasped by the fingers or pincers. The 
specimen, after pinning, should have its wings, 
legs, antepnee, &c., arranged in the natural form, 
fastened and left to dry, and in two or three days 
it will be suitable to place in the case. Previous 
to setting, a few drops of chloroform should be 
applied to the head, and another when it is left 
on the board. Much care must be exercised in 
handling butterflies and moths, so as to prevent 
spoiling their wings. Insects too small to pin, 
may be fastened to slips of stiff cardboard by 
gumarabic. Larva, as worms, caterpillars, &c., 
may be preserved in small, wide mouthed vials, 
filled with alcohol. Other insects, except lepidop- 
terous specimens and those possessing bright 
colors, may also be preserved in this manner. 
For further particulars, see my article in Report 
of Secretary of Maine Board of Agriculture for 
1860. ° 
Thus, I have given the simplest outlines which 
may serve for a beginning, and then experience 
will teach the best methods of operation. Al- 
though one cannot make a simple collection of 
perfect insects without necessarily becoming ac- 
quainted with their names and history, to a certain 
extent, yet, we should remember that the collec- 
tion itself is not wholly the object aimed at, but 
simply as a means to further knowledge. We 
must study, observe, compare, and above all, re- 
cord the result of our observations. To this end I 
would recommend that whenever a specimen is 
placed in the cabinet a number be written just 
above or below it, which shall refer to a corres- 
ponding number ina record, wherein shall be 
written the name of the insect, if known, the 
time of its capture, what injury &c., it has caused 
and every thing that is known in regard to it. 
It is easy to be seen how soon such a practice 
would m Ao in our hands a large amount of val- 
uable information, doubly valuable from its being 
principally of our own seeking and finding. 


Gro. E. Brackett. 
Belfast, 1862. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
Snow Storm Register. 


Mr. Eprror :—I have kept a register of the 
number of snow storms and the measurement of 
each ope the past winter. I send you the re- 
sult for publication : 





years—very well for a county where it has gener-| In Noy., 5 snows, amounting to 6 inches 
ally been supposed that nothing but the ‘‘Oxford/[n Dec., 3“ “ “ 19 « 
Bear’’ could thrive. Long may the Captain live|[n Jan., 9 « “ “ 7 «“ 
to enjoy the shade of his own vine and fig-tree. [In Feb.,8 “ “ 34. «“s 
Strong, May 5th, 1862. MaRVEL. /|[In Mar.,8 “ 6s “ 37. « 
eertgre 4 “cc “ce “ce “ 
Norse. We have just received a letter from|/" Apr-» 2 8 


Being a total of ten feet and eleven inches. 
-three. 
A. RawspzLu. 





feet, with leaves seven inches long.—Ep. 


Canaan, April 25th, 1862. 


sects will or to be captured for two or three | 
l 


For the Maine Farmer. 
Our Fences. 


Mr. Eprror :—One of the most important, ex- 
pensive and neglected matters pertaining to the 
farm, isour fences. Our door-yards and gardens, 
our fields of grass and grain, flocks and herds 
roads and railroads, all need their protection, and 
make them beyond a doubt, an absolute necessi- 
ty. Their cost is immense, almost incredible, 
and their present condition, asa general thing 
throughout the country, is but little less than a 
burlesque upon the improvements of the age. 

Why should we not build our fences, as we do 
our houses and barns, not only for present use, 
but for permanence and durability? We builda 
house and expect it to last a century. We build 
a fence of wood with the posts sticking in the 
ground and it lasts from four to ten years and 
sometimes a little longer! Is this the best we 
can do as to the durability of such fences? Upon 
our clayey soils the frost will throw out the polls 
in half that time. Is there nothing better than 
the zig-zag as a substitute on such lands? We 
build the zig-zag from the British Possessions to 
Florida, and farmers know about as much as to 
the cost of it, as they do of the cost of subduing 
the rebels. Where land is worth $40 per acre, 
the question should be, not whether farmers can 
afford to build this fence, but whether they can 
afford to letit remain on their farms. In all 
cases, the cost of a fence is not only the expense 
of materials and labor in building, but the value 
of the land it covers or puts beyond the reach of 
the plow. Enclose an acre of land with this 
fence, then count the rails it takes to build it and 
estimate the land you have left for cultivation. 








If **wavy lines’’ are profitable fur fences, why 
not adopt them for common roads and railroads? 
But where is the surveyor or engineer that could | 
lay one out? It would take ‘more bricks’’ than | 
aman could possibly carry in his hat at once to 
enable him to give all the angles correctly ! 

At least s@ven-eights of our fences are made of | 
wood, and what we need in such fences is firm- 
ness, durability exemption from all danger of 
being thrown about by the frost, they should 
cover but little land, and be adapted to intervale 
lands so as to be safe from injury by floods, or so 
arranged as to be easily taken down and put) 
back when used by the side of roads, to prevent 


ter, and our spring floods have taught us the 
importance of having fences adapted to such | 
places. 


dreds of thousands of dollars will not pay the ex- 
pense of keeping our roads open the past winter | 
on account of snow-drifts which have accumu- | 
lated between, and in consequence of our upright 
road fences. 
ter due consideration ? 
In conclusion, I will say, in my opinion, one of | 
the greatest drawbacks to successful farming is 
the expense of building and keeping in repair | 
our fencees; and no farmer should be satisfied 
with one that will not last at least, fifty years. 
C. R. Sarra. 

Haverhill, N. H., May, 1862. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
Advance of Knowledge. 





Mr. Eprror :—Every man should be a friend 
to knowledge. Indeed, it has been suggested 
that aside from virtuous principle, intelligence 
or even high intelluctual power is valueless ; 
however, we think that the results of knowledge, 
are to ultimately correct evils. It will be con- 
fessed that the advancement of our country in 
wealth, power and importance is unprecedented. 
That the rapid growth of our republic has excited 
the envy and jealousy of some foreign statesmen 
is probable ; but we think that this feeling must 
be the result of weakness. Why repine at evi- 
dence which promises to add immensely to the 
sum of human happiness? The civilized nations 
of the old world may advance in the same ratio 
with us if their measures are wise, and indeed the 
idea has been carried forward that the influence 
of our country upon other nations will be benign 
and salutary. 

That the advance of knowledge will serve to 





snow drifts. The deep snows of the last win-! 





promote all our great interests in a higher degree 
| than at any point of time in our past history is a 
| cortaie fact. We may look forward with pleas- | 
ling anticipations to the time when harmony of | 
| feeling may be cordially reciprocated between the 
‘great sections of our Union. Nothing is wanted 
| but straight forward honesty, and patient inves- 
tigation. May He who wields the destinies of 
nations avert all evils which may threaten the 
safety of our Republic. Joun E. Roure. 
Rumford, Jan. 1862. 


40@e> 





For the Maine Farmer. 


Agricultural Productions of Dixmont. 


There are in the town of Dixmont 331 legal 
voters. The following is a list of the live stock 
and agricultural productions for the year ending 
April Ist, 1862: 

Live Srock. 


No. of bulls, 33 No. of heifers, 349 
« 6 cows, 451 “ “© steers, 274 
« 6 oxen, 274 -* © sheep, 3,275 
« « colts, 64 “ horses. 214 
« «© gwine, 259 
AGRICULTURAL Propucts. 

Corn, bushels, 4,021 Rye, bushels, 125 
Wheat, ad 2,098 Barley os 4,984 
Oats, ae 16,018 Buckwheat, “ 92 
Potatoes, ‘ 43,231 Turnips, es 865 | 
Carrots, se 519 Beets, oe 1,000 
Apples, oe 2,201 Wool, Ibs. 10,124 


Wool skins, No. 


429 Upland hay, tons, 3,025 
Butter, lbs., 


42,260 Interval “ es 332 
Cheese, ‘“ 7,325 Honey, lbs., 
Maple sugar, Ibs., 287 Maple syrup, galls., 84 
Poultry and eggs sold . 

value, $3,720 50 

In regard to the breeding of stock, I am sorr 
to say that there is not that attention paid to it) 
that there should be. The breeds in most cases 
being so thoroughly mixed that it is almost im- | 

ible to distinguish them from the native 

fens . Yours, Wx. Toormaker. 

Dixmont, April 25 1862. 
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For the Maine Farmer. 
Queries---Hot Air Engine---Bee Hive. 











Mr. Eprror :—As you are in the habit of an- 
swering queries of your subscribers, I will beg the 
same favor.* Will Ericsson’s — — ~ 
swer @ ar for grinding grain? and i 
80, Be og baa: punt weal te sufficient to 
drive two run of stones? and what would it cost, 
its durability, and where to be had. Also the 
cost of such as would answer for driving a single 
run of stones, threshing grain, or sawing wood. 
Can it be attached toa thresher, &c., without 
any apparatus, or not? How much wood will it 
consume ina day? Can the miller tend the en- 
gine and the grist-mill both, or does it reqaire an 
engineer separately? How much is a horse pow- 
er? Will the caloric engine answer a better pur- 
pose thap a steam engine, or will it not? And if 
80, how'many horse power of a steam engine will 
answer for the above purpose ; and what price, 
and how much it will consume in a day, and if 
an engineer is constantly required when the en- 
gine is in operation. 

What is the price of a hive of ours bees ? 
—common, mixed, or [talian ; and if each can be 
had, and where, and if they can be carried by 
water in a sailing vessel any considerable distance, 
or not? 

By answering the above, you will confer a fa- 
vor upon A SuBsCRIBER. 

L. Coverdale, N. B., Feb. 17, 1862. 


Norg. The above was accidentally mislaid, or it 
would have appeared before. Cannot our friend 
and former correspondent, Mr. W. A. Garrison, 
of Taylor Town, Sunbury County, N. B., who 
we believe is an experienced bee-keeper, answer 


beds for starting 


Agricultural Miscellany. 


The Best Team for the Farm. 








We have three kinds in extensive and very 
general use in different parts of the country : 
the mule on the cotton and sugar plantations ; 
horses on the prairies and smooth farms of the 
western and middle States; and oxen in New 
England and on rough uneven farms generally in 
the Northern States. : 

So far as the plantation team is concerned, 
there is but little room to doubt that the mule is 
the best animal. He is more hardy, and will 
bear that abuse which is inseparable from the 
forced labor of the South, better than the ox or 
horse. Neat stock are short lived in the Gulf 
States, perhaps quite as much from ecant forage 
as from the peculiarities of the climate. Tradi- 
tion says that ‘‘a mule is never known to die up- 
on the plantation,’ which is probably a strong 
way of stating their longevity. They endure the 
heat as well as the negroes, and are well adapted 
to slave drivers. It is a question if more mules 
might not be profitably worked upon northern 
farms. Most of the mules are raised in Ken- 
tucky, and in the States further north, and possi- 
bly if there were not so great a demand for them 
on the plantation they would be more frequently 
seen upon the farm. Pride probably has as much 
to do as profit with the general disuse of the mule 
at the north. He does not look as well as the 
horse, has less sagacity and speed, and is thought 
tu be more vicious. It may be said in favor of 
mules that they thrive on much plainer food, and 
are strong and swift enough for most farm pur- 
poses. They are excellent draft animals. Most 
of the carting in New Orleans and other southern 
cities is done by them. 

Much has been said upon the comparative mer- 
its of the horse and ox, for the northern furm, 
and each has its strong advocates. Neither can 
be shown to be best for all kinds of land. In 
behalf of the ox it is said, that he is slower than 
the horse, and so is better adapted to carting 
over very rough roads and woodlands and to 

lowing land full of stones and rvots. Oxen can 
»e used where horses would tear harnesses and 
carts all to pieces. The ox also is available for 
beef, when he has served faithfully in the = 
for eight or ten years. A pair of heavy working 
cattle, in good condition, are frequently worth 


Thousand of farmers have had their | quite as much for the butcher as for the farmer. 
fences swept away ina single night, and hun- | The horse in old age is only good to ‘trade off,” 


or in case of death, for the crows or the manure 
heap... The slow motion of the ox which seems 
to be the strongest argument in his favor, must be 
against him with all progressive farmers. Rough 


Will not our farmers give this mat- | fields ought to be cleared of rocks and stemps so 
|a8 te make room for the plow, the mowing ma- 


chine and the reaper. With a farm in the condi- 


tion in which it can be most economically culti- 


vated, a horse team is the most profitable. Their 
quickness of motion is a very great advantage, 
and in the course of the year shows many dollars 
gain in the saving cf time. On the road a horse 
team travels nearly twice as fast as an ox team. 
In plowing, a pair of horses will plow as much in 
two days as a yoke of cattle of the same weight 
will in three days. The* horses also will stand 
the heat much better. 

Contrary to the general impression, too, we 
believe that the horse is more cheaply kept than 
the ox. Where there is occasion to keep the an- 
imals in the stable and to feed with hay and 
grain, as is generally the case where the teaims 
are kept constantly at work, the horse is the less 
expensive animal. The experiments to which we 
have access go to show this. In plowing and 
tillage the work is much better done by the 
horse. In turning the furrow over rapidly the 
soil is broken up more finely and lies lighter, 
making a fine seed bed. All the tillage necessary 
for corn and potatocs in clean land can be per- 
formed with the horse. He is altogether the no- 
bler animal, and exerts a refining influence apon 
his lord and master.—Am. Ag. 





The Road to Poor Farming. 


As the road to poor farming is not generally 
understood, though it is crowded with travelers, 
we throw up the following landmarks, from the 
Springfield (Mass.) Repudlican, for the common 
benefit : 

1. Invest all your capital in land, and run in 
debt for more. 

2. Hire money to stock your farm. 

3. Have no faith in your own business, and be 
always ready to sell out. 

4. Buy mean cows, spavined horses, poor oxen, 
and cheap tools. 

5. Feed bog hay and moldy corn stalks exclu- 
sively, in order to keep your stock tame ; fiery 
cattle are terribly hard on old, rickgty wagons 
and plows. 

9. Use the oil of hickory freely, whenever 
your oxen need strength ; it is cheaper than _ 
or meal, keeps the hair lively and pounds out all 
the grubs. 

7. Select such calves for stock as the butchers 
shun ; beauties of runts, thin in the hams, and 

t-bellied ; but be sure and keep their blood thin 

y scanty herbage ; animals are safest to breed 
from that haven’t strength to herd. 

8. Be cautious in the manufacture of manure ; 
it makes the fields look black and mounful about 
planting time ; besides it isa deal of work to 
haul it. 

9. Never waste time in setting out fruit and 
shade trees, fruit and leaves rotting around a place 
make it unhealthy. 





Pumpkins Alone and Among Corn. 


Doubtless thousands of the readers of the Ag- 
riculturist regard the corn field as the only place 
for raising pumpkins. But, however little the 
harm that pumpkins do the corn—and we believe 
that in good season they produce a quantity of 
food which much more than counter-balances the 
evil which they may do—they will yield a much 
larger and finer product if planted by themselves. 
Putting the hills 8 fect apart, two or three good 
shovelfuls of well rotted manure being drop 
on the surface and covered by a little earth, the 
pumpkins will luxuriate in unobstructed sunshine 
and upon the fat of the land: and when Autumn 
strips the leafy covering under which they hide, 
a golden harvest will be disclosed which will do 
one’s heart good. Low growing, small stalked 
varieties of corn do not essentially interfere with 
the ripening of good crops of omy ogee Bat if 

lanted with corn they should in no wise inter- 
fore with the thorough culture of the corn. A 
good plan is to drop seed in every other hill, in 
alternate rows, and it is very important to secure 
good seed. The medium sized, round dark —-_ 
colored, fine grained varieties are best, and usual- 
ly the earliest, most prolific, and the best keep- 
ers. The cheese pumpkin is preferable for fami- 
ly use or for market. 





Hints on Cabbage Growing. 


A failure of this crop is common from the dis- 
ease called ‘‘anbury,”’ or ‘‘fingers and toes ;"’ the 
roots swell, and after a time rot off; new roots 
are often sent out which keep the plant alive, 
and give hopes of success. But the disease soon 
reaches the new roots, and after a hard struggle 
the plant dies, or starts too late to make a good 
read Fortunately, this most destructive disease 
shows itself by the time the plants are la 
enough to be set, and where the rovts show the 
least tendency to swelling, the plants should be 






‘ected at once. The grand remedy of the cab- 
ca wers who supply our large vegetable 
m , never to plant the eame piece of und 
wit crop two in succession. The cab- 


bage is more sensitive than most other plants to 
feeding upon its own decay. For this reason, 
unusual care should a the pospering, ‘i 
been used for starting plants year before, 
will be likely to impart the disease to 








the absve queries, about bees ?—Ep. - 


plants. 


The Curculio. 


A late number of the Horticulturist contains a 
communication from an old and well known cul- 
tivator of Cincinnati, reviewing and criticising 
the different modes which have been adopted for 
destroying or eluding this troublesome insect. 
He says, ‘‘some shake the trees. I believe this 
would be a safe remedy if they would begin at 
daylight, and shake the trees till night, not even 
leaving the trees to eat their meals.’* We en- 
tirely agree with him. Where the insects are 
not abundant, a less frequent or continued shak- 
ing might answer. But this ‘shaking’? must not 
be confounded with the greatly superior process 
of jarring the insects on sheets and destroying 
them. Many have merely tried the first remedy 
occasionally, and from its failure have denounced 
the latter, supposing them to be nearly identical. 
There is scarcely any resemblance between them. 
Shaking repels or drops oBly a portion of the dep- 
redators ; many remain fast in the tree. Go to 
a tree that contains twenty curculios, as is Fome- 
times the case where they have been unmolested ; 
shake it, and perhaps one-third, or nossibly one- 
half, will fall: jar it with the hand or strike it 
with a mallet wound with cloth, to prevent bruis- 
ing, and perhaps one-half of the remainder will ; 
strike it sharply with the back of an axe, and 
every one will come down. All tis we know 
from experience. (To prevent bruising, a limb 
should be sawed near the body of the tree, leay- 
ing a stump an inch long to receive the blow.) 
Now it will be observed that there will be enough 
left after the shaking to puncture all the fruit, 
or even after the soft jarring, which is sufficient 
reason why these modes have failed, or but par- 
tially succeeded. The daily or twice daily jarring 
must be continued for several weeks, in order to 
kill the new comer# which daily appear. By in- 
termitting two or three days the fruit may be all 
stung, which is another cause of failure. It is 
not neccessary to cite the many instances we 
have witnessed where the jarring and killing 
yrocess has proved completely effectual. Shak- 
ing alone, without killing, which appears to be 
the mode alluded to by the correspondent of the 
Horticulturist, can accomplish but little, unless 
constantly repeated, as the insects will soon find 
their way back to the trees. 

The next mode which this correspondent alludes 
to, is the use of ‘various washes and fumigations 
of horrible odors,”’ and ‘‘offensive manures under 
the trees.’’ He thinks these might succeed, but 
adds, ‘*I should not wish to live in the house, nor 
make the family a minute's visit,’’ where these 
odors filled the air. ‘If they would not meet the 
approval of the curculio, they would not mect 
mine,.”’ 

Iie recommends planting trees so as to ane 
over water; but this would be inconvenient, an 
often impossible, and the editor remarks that it 
has repeatedly failed. 

He especially recommends paving under the 
tree. This would prevent a future crop being 
destroyed, as the larvw could not escape into the 
earth, and must consequently perish on the hard 
surface. It will not kill the insects of this year, 
nor cure the fruit already stung, and is precisely 
similar in its results to the pig-and-poultry reme- 
dy, and to Ellwanger & Barry’s mode of beating 
the earth smooth and sweeping up daily the fallen 
infested fruit—all three Eotroy this year’s 
worms, and save next year’ssupply. The jarring 
and killing method, saves the crop of this year, 
and has therefore by one year, the start of the 
other three. These four remedies are the only 
ones of any value. The pig-and-poultry, and the 
jarring process combined, constitute the most 
efficient cure for the evil.—Country Gentleman. 





Cutting off Tops to Prevont Potato Rot. 


G. P. Serviss, of Glen, Mont. Co., N. Y., has 
been experimenting with potatoes to a consider- 
able extent, and writes to the Conntry Gentle- 
man, in confirmation of previous statements, the 
following : 
I had, in 1861, about a quarter of an acre of 
June potatoes planted on yellow loam ground. 
They grew finsly, and had far advanced to matu- 
rity, when I discovered their tops began to be dis- 
eased. I immediately took a scythe and cut off 
the tops of all the rows, excepting two near the 
centre of the piece. One of the latter I left in the 
state nature had formed it. The other, I pulled 
the tops by hand, leaving the tubers in the 
ground. Now for the result. At digging time 
in the fall, 1 found the tubers in those rows that 
had their tops cut off and the row that had its tops 
pulled off of equal size, and as near as I could 
judge, had an equal number of rotton tubers in a 
row, and they were but few. The row that was 
left as nature had formed it, had about four times 
as many rotton tubers as either of the rows that 
had their tops cut off, or the one that had its 
tops pulled off by hand. Not only that, but the 
rm oh that were not injured were no larger than 
the tubcrs were in the former rows; thus show- 
ing conclusively that they had not grown any 
after their tops became diseased, and that it 
would have been better to have cut their tops, 
thereby checking the disease before it extended to 
the eubens. ; 
Some farmers recommend digging immediately 
r the tops begin to show signes of the disease. 
nt I prefer cutting their tops ani leaving the 
tubers in the ground till quite late in the fall, for 
two reasons. First, they keep their flavor better 
than they would if exposed to the air. Second, 
there are sometimes tubers that have been inocu- 
lated with the disease, which cannot be discover- 
ed if dug immediately, and if put in the cellar, 
or in heaps in this way, will cause the destruc- 
tion of many tubers that were free from disease 
at the time of digging. 





Transplanting Tomatoes, etc. 





If tomatoes, cabbage-plants, and the like, are 
**pricked out’’ several times in the hot-bed or 
seed-bed, they will become more stocky, and will 
form a mass of roots which will make their final 
removal to the open ground an easy matter, and 
ensure their making a speedy and rapid growth. 
(By “pricking out’’ gardeners mean transplant- 
ing from a thick to give each plant more 
room to expand its tops and roots, and thus 
secure a more stocky habit. The roots of plants 
frequently transplanted are likely to grow in & 
more compact mass, and endure this final removal 
better.) While still under the = they 
should have as much air as possible y day time, 
to inure them to the atmosphere of out-doors. 
Just after a shower the ground is wet enough to 
refresd the roots, and the air is so moist that it 
does not exhaust the plants by rapid evaporation. 
But that good shower does not always come at 
just the desired time; the season is advancing, 
our plants are full grown, and ought to be in the 

rden ; what shall we do? Do this: provide 
number of old boxes, or a few dozen shingles, 
and have at hand a few pails of tepid water. 
Having stretched a line, make holes along side of 
it, where the plants are to stand, and pour a pint 
or more of water into each, leaving it to soak 
away. ‘Take up your plants carefully with a 
rom a trowel, preserving as much dirt as possi- 
ble around the roots, and then set them in tho 
holes, drawing fine soil around them, and cover- 
ing the stems a little higher than they stood be- 
fore. Previous to finishing off, pour about half 
a pint of water into each hole, ahd then cover 
with common dry soil,—though this last water- 
ing is not essential. Shield each plant with a 
box or with shingles from the heat of the sun. 
The leaves may droop a little for 4 day or too, 
but they will revive again, and not a plant be 
lost. Following this 
these, nnd many other plants, whenever he 
pleases. 


EF One who has tried the experiment for pre- 
tin chim from cracking with the 
eat the Rome, cae Bet ithe lass chimpey 
in lukewarm water, heat to the point, 








young and boil one hour; after which leave it in the 
” | water till it cools.’ So says an exchange. 
. se 
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Peoulation and Corruption. 

The civil war in which the country for the past 
year has been engaged, has afforded unusual facil- 
ities and temptation for plunder and corruption. 
Zt commenced at atime when the Government 
was almost wholly unprepared, and at once as- 
sumed vast and fearful proportions. The exi- 
gency to be met was imminent and appalling, and 
would admit of no delay. Armies and fleets, and 
munitions of war were wanted at once. Men 
were ready to serve, but they must be organized, 
equipped, clothed and subsisted. Ships must be 
purchased, for to build would require time. 

In the confusion and disorder incident to such 
a state of things, rascality and fraud held high 
carnival, Under the guise of patriotism the most 
despergte and depraved villainous creatures, who 
had no idea of morality, and never drew an hon- 
est breath in their lives, rushed for position and 
place, and very often succeeded in obtaining re- 
sponsible offices. Then in conjunction with their 
fellows and accomplices outside, they commenced 
to plunder and defraud the government, which 
was struggling for existence with all its powers, 
and which needed the united efforts of all its citi- 
zens in its support. But few of our people have 
any conception of the extent to which this vil- 
lainy has been practiced. No branch of the pub- 
lic service has been free from it. No section of 
the country but has been the theatre of its opera- 
tion. Government officials in many cases have 
vied with unscrupulous contractors in schemes for 
the plunder of the very government which they 
have sworn to protect and defend. So wide 
spread and enormous has this crime become that 
suspicion attaches to almost any man who is 
named as having a government contract; and 
public opinion, which even now is not aware of 
one-half the extent of the iniquity that has been 
committed, calls upon him to prove himself in- 
nocent ! 

Should any of our readers think we have over 
stated the evil, or the extent to which it has been 
practiced, we beg of him to send at once to the 
member of Congress representing his District, 
for a copy of the Report of the House Committee 
appointed to investigate frauds in government 
contracts, and when it is received give it an at- 
tentive perusal. It is a book of over a thousand 
pages, something over a hundred of which are 
occupied by the committee’s report, and the bal- 
ance is filled by the testimony of witnesses exam- 
ined by the committee. Let him read in that 
testimony how the government has been plun- 
dered, and fraud perpetrated in a thousand forms 
—fraud in the purchase of vessels and their car- 
goes, in buying arms and equipments, clothing 
and tents, horses and mules, in transportation of 
troops and supplies, in building barracks and for- 
tifications, in obtaining commissions and appoint- 
monts, in short in every form that ingenious 
sharpers and cut-throats could devise, and then 
let him say whether we have wronged anybody 
by an over-statement. Let him as this report 
comes up in Congress for consideration hear the 
howls of those who are implicated. Let him wit- 
ness the attacks upon the committee who have 
probed these sores and are exposing some of their 
iniquities. Let him hear their furious but futile 
threats that the committee shall be overslaughed 
for having dared to expose them, and that not a 
member of that committee shall ever be re-elected 
to Congress. Then Ict him ask himself if it is 
not time that some action should be taken to put 
an end to such things. 

There is, as it seems to us, a lack cither in the 
law or in its administration in regard to such 
crimes. The punishment which the rascals who 
have stolen the people’s moncy receive is never 
proportionate to the offence. They are seldom 
punished at all. When convicted, the payment 
of a simple fine in most instances sets them free 
again to plunderand rob. Even in the numerous 
cases investigated by this committee, they content 
themselves with reporting two or three resolutions 
for withholding the balance of the money which 
in two or three instances had not been paid over 
to men who had already got far more than they 
ought to have, and judging by what has been the 
result heretofore, most of those implicated will 
escape with no punishment whatever. 

This is not as it should be; it is not what the 
public good and the public safety require ; it is 
not what the people, if they knew the facts, would 
demand, nor is it justice. A man in official posi- 
tion who engages in plundering and robbing the 
government in whose service he has engaged, and 
to which he is bound under the obligations of an 
oath as well as every principle of honor and mor- 
ality to be faithful, is fit only fur a rope or a 
felon’s cell. 

In what we have said we have had no disposi- 
tion to blame the administration. We are fully 
impressed with the fearful difficulties under which 
the President and his Cabinet have labored, such 
as have fallen to no administration before. It 
was doubtless unavoidable that improper and un- 
suitable persons should be selected to have charge 
of the public business in many cases. It is al- 
ways more or less the case even in times of peace 
—how much more likely it is to happen in such 
times as these, any one can readily see. 

But let there be condign punishment provided 
for them when discovered, and let it be inflicted 
surely and promptly. Above all, let no one, 


whether high or low, tainted with the crime of | @ 


unfaithfulness to his country, be retained or re- 
placed in power after he has been known to be 
guilty. Public safety and the liberties of the 
people require this. 





Tue Season. The season in this vicinity is 
rather backward—perhaps not more so, than 
an average, yet it is much later than it has been 
for some years previous. We rode several miles 
up the river on Thursday last, and although the 
traveling was quite good, yet here and there snow 
«irifts were lingering by the road-sides, while in 
valleys bordering upon streams or along the out- 
skirts of forests, drifts of large extent were ob- 
served. But few signs of farming were noticed, 
though some were carting dressing, or mending 
fences ; while in one or two instances the plow 
had been started, but the ground was cold and 
wet. In Vassalboro’, one farmer had sown ten 
or fifteen acres of spring grain, but it was upon a 
dry, loamy elevation. Trees seem to be slow to 
unfold their tiny buds, as though they expected a 
‘cold snap’’ ere long. However, let us be up and 
doing; the promise of ‘‘sced time and harvest’’ 
come from a reliable source, and we cannot doubt 
their fulfillment. 





tg It is seldom we insert an advertisement of 
#0 much interest to farmers and horse-breeders as 
that of Mr. Robinson, which appears in our 
paper to-day. Headed by the celebrated Drew 
colt, Gen. McClellan—whose record for speed is 
not below that of any horse in our State—and 
followed up by ‘Hector,’ “Young St. Law- 
renee’ and ‘*Whalebone Morgan,”’ all horses of 
superior breed and of different classes, it gives 
those desirous of improving their breed of horses, 
whether they wish those for speed, stock or gen- 
eral farm work, a most favorable opportunity. 
Mr. Robinson’s stables are on the east side of 
the river, one mile from the bridge. His estab- 
lishment js well worth a visit. 





ty The daily evening paper to be issued in 
this city, is to be published by the proprietors of 
the Kennebec Journal. Its political basis will be 
thet of the present Republican organization of 
the State, and not neutral as was first proposed. 
{t will make its first appearance this week. 

















The Breeding Establishment of Thos. 8. 
Lang, at North Vassalboro’. 

Last week, taking advantage of a leisure day, 
we rode to Vassalboro’ for the purpose of exam- 
ining the extensive horse-brecding establishment 
of Thos. S. Lang, a gentleman well known in 
New England not only in connection with his 
large woolen manufactory, but for his exertions 
and efforts in the improvement of our stock, par- 
ticularly of horses. é 

Mr. Lang’s establishment is situated in the 
thriving village of North Vassalboro’, a village 
built up by his own energy, industry and capital, 
the stables and yards devoted to the purpose, 
(covering nearly four acres,) being located at a 
short distance from the village. The principal 
stable, having a cellar underneath and a hay 
loft above, with an office on the main floor, is 
oceupied chiefly by the most valuable horses in 
Mr. Lang's stud. Here are seen such horses as 
‘‘Gen. Knox,’* the high-bred Patchen colt, 
“Ethan Allen,” and ‘Gen. Wayne,” each ex- 
hibiting in the highest degree, the different qual- 
ities, all of superior excellence, for which their 
progenctors are so highly and deservedly famous. 

In a stable attached to the main building, are 
seven two-year-old colts, three mares, and the re- 
mainder, stallions. Here we spent considerable 
time, as each one in turn was let loose in the 
yard, Mr. Lang all the while pointing out the 
particular marks and characteristics of each, and 
illustrating by them what his objects were in 
breeding, and how admirably he was succeeding 
in accomplishing them. Five of these were after 
the Telegraph, and the remainder sired by Gen. 
Knox. ‘These colts all plainly exhibit the high- 
bred qualities of their sires, each being more or 
less modified by the breed and condition of the 
dam. A portion of the Telegraph colts are from 
small mares, the others from those having con- 
siderable Messenger blood in them. Their move- 
ments in the yard, gave evidence of qualities of 
speed and style unsurpassed, and, being broke to 
the harness when one year old, they are there- 
fore, gentle and handy. 

Visiting another portion of the stables, we 
found four yearling colts, all after Telegraph ; 
and also several breeding mares belonging to gen- 
tlemen in various parts of New England. Here 
too, we noticed a two-year-old stallion, sired by 
Trotting Childers out of a mare known in this 
State as the Mitchell mare. This colt is owned 
by E. F. Cutler, Esq., of Boston, and it bids fair 
to become a rival of its celebractd sire. 

Mr. Lang formerly fed his horses with cut, or 
steamed food. After continuing in the practice 
for more than a year, he abandoned it asa method 
at once injudicivus and detrimental to the health 
of his stud. He now gives long feed, and oats 
unground. Twice each week he steams three 
bushels of potatoes, mashing them up with half 
a bushel of oats. It is then fed out to the horses, 
and serves to keep them loose and in good condi- 
tion. This branch of the business is under the 
direction of Mr. Albert Goodspeed, a practical 
farmer, and one who understands better than most 
others, the principles of judicious and proper feed- 
ing. A noticeable feature in the system of train- 
ing the colts at this establishment, is the kind- 
ness with which they are always handled. The 
voice is seldom raised, and when any words are 
necessary, they are spoken in agentle way. The 
whip is never used. Mr. Foster S. Palmer, the 
foreman at the establishment is a young man well 
fitted for the place, because he fulfills in every 
way the requirements of the proprietor, and has 
an interest in his employment—an interest plain- 
ly seen by all who notice his intelligence and 
gentlemanly appearance. 

Mr. Lang understands not only the principles 
of breeding, but the wants of the State in this 
particular. Ile is assured that we can produce 
a finer, nicer, better styled stock of horses 
adapted to all various purposes of speed, work, 
and for stock than can be produced in the Now) 
England States. Even now, we believe the es-| 
tablishment of Mr. Lang is unsurpassed either in| 
the number of its stock, or for its superior quali- 
ty, by any similar establishment in the New 
England States. He has made a special study of | 
this subject of home breeding, and has entered 
into it for the purpose of making improvements 
in the breeds of horses in our State. This enter- 
prise, however, has not been started merely for 
the purpose of producing horses for speed—al- 
though this is a quality of great importance—but 
for the purpose of enabling Maine to become 
what she is so well fitted by natural adaptation 
to become, the leading horse growing State, and 
to furnish the country with the best horses for 
pleasure purposes or for service, to be found upon 
the continent. This can be done. It only needs 
the hearty co-operation of the people at large, in 
efforts which are now being made by Mr. Lang 
to see this crowned with abundant success. 
There can be no higher or juster compliment paid 
to Mr. Lang and his labors, than by «Mr. Good- 
ale, who in his Report for 1862, in speaking of 
horse breeding and of the relative adaptation of 
the parents to each other, and the results follow- 
ing therefrom, says :—‘‘In this aspect we can 
perceive what valuable results to the horse stock 
of the State may accrue from such an establish- 
ment as that of T. S. Lang, Esq., at North Vas- 
salboro’, whee not a single stallion only is kept, 
but many, and where no pains nor expense are 
spared to secure the presence of superior speci- 
mens of the most approved breeds, and choice 
strains of blood in various combinations ; so that 
the necessary requirements in a sire are no soon- 
er fairly apprehended than they are fully met.’ 
Mr. Lang’s establishment, is certainly one of 
the most practically useful institutions in our 
State, and we wish we could induce _horse- 
breeders and farmers gentrally to visit it, and 
not only seo the best horses to be found anywhere, 
but to gain some insight into the principles of 
breeding aud the manner in which they are car- 
ried out. 

We are under great obligations to Mr. Lang, 
both for his kind attentions, and for the enjoy- 
ment of his elegant and generous hospitality. 
We hope his enterprise will be appreciated and 
rewarded by the community, who are in fact the 
gainers thereby. 





Great Fire 1x Troy, N. Y. A most destruc- 
tive fire broke out in Troy, N. Y., on Saturday 
morning last about 11 o’clock, originating in 
and nearly destroying the bridge across the Hud- 
son river at that place. A high wind prevailed 
at the time, extending the conflagration until one 
quarter of the city is reported to have been de- 
stroyed, covering a space of fifty acres and involv- 
ing a loss estimated at three millions of dollars. 
The loss of property was accompanied also by 
loss of life. Seven bodies have heen found and 
ten more are missing. The following public 
property and buildings were destroyed: Part of 
Renssalaer and Saratoga Bridge, Troy Union 
Depot, Sixth Street Presbyterian Church, Fifth 
Street Baptist Church, Scotch Presbyterian 
Church, Methodist Free Chapel, Troy Orphan 
Asylum, the Children’s Asylum, Renssalaer Pol- 
ytechnic Institute, Troy Academy, and four 
hotels. Most of the other buildings destroyed 
were private residences in the 2d, 3d and 4th 
wards, and number between 500 and 600. 

Private and public measures are being taken to 
render assistance to the large number of homeless, 
among whom there is much suffering. Several 
churches have been open to the homeless, and the 
citizens have sent food in large quantities to them. 





Army anp Navy Metoprss. A collecti 
about fifty hymns and tunes, religious and 
otic, selected and original, edited by Rev. J. W. 
Dadman. It is published by J. P. Noggee, Bos- 
ton, and is sold in this city by C. A. Pierce. 


The War News of the Week. 

The movements of our army during the past 
week have been most important, and the results 
most gratifying. Hardly, since the commence- 
ment of the rebellion has a week been crowned 
with so many glorious achievements, as the past. 
Driven from one place to another, and closely 
pursued by our victorious armies, the rebels have 
become disheartened, discouraged, and demoral- 
ized, and it is now absolutely impossible for them 
to make another stand. They have abandoned 
Norfolk in despair, after destroying the Navy Yard 
and all its immense material. They have also 
put an end to the Merrimac by blowing it up 
rather than have it fall into our hands. If they 
pureu same course at Richmond that they 
have exhibited at Yorktown and Norfolk, they 
must deprive themselves of a large amount of their 
remaining resources. They will probably concen- 
trate their forces at Memphis, (if still in their 
hands,) as it is the only place where any great 
facilities for storing arms and ammunition are to 
be had, or which offers any favorable place for 
manufacturing. If the rebels retire into the 
Gulf States, they can only do injury to them- 
selves, for a guerrilla warfare would be short 
lived, and even if they made entrenchments to 
prolong the war, it would be an easy matter to 
surround and starve them out. 

We.must again refer our readers to our ‘War 
Record”? fora summary of the most important 
events of the week. 





The Scientific Survey. 

The field work of the Scientific Survey has al- 
ready been entered upon. Prof. Hitchcock is 
about leaving fur Moosehead Lake, in order to ex- 
plore the couutry adjoining the west branch of the 
Penobscot, and the head-waters of the St. John 
River. This party will consist of five persons, 
the geologist, Mr. Geo. Goodale, Mr. Oliver 
White of Amherst College, who goes to study 
geology practically at his own expense, and two 
boatmen. They intend to explore the wild lands 
in the north-west portion of the State until their 
majesties, the blackflies, rule the forests with 
their absolute sway, and drive out all intruders. 
By the way, we were surprised to learn that 
these beasts were common all over New England, 
even in the neighborhood of large villages. But 
they become so far civilized in the cultivated re- 
gions, that they are rarely very annoying. We 
should not have believed this, unless a practical 
entomolgist had assured us he had seen them 
within twenty miles of Boston, the present week. 

Dr. Holmes proposes to visit Aroostook county 
as soon as the weather will permit, and make a 
careful search in the vicinities of Number 5, 6 
and 7, for the marble, whose existence was sur- 
mised the past season. The present indications 
of success are more hopeful than ever before. 

After returning from Aroostook, he proposes 
to examine the sea coast in a sailing vessel, large- 
ly for the purpose of gaining information ‘about 
the marine animals. Le will be accompanied by 
assistant Packard and Fuller. 

Prof. Hitchcock will after his return from 
Moosehead Lake, measure one or two sections in 
a north-west and south-east course through the 
State, and then visit some of the most important 
localities in the southern and western portions of 
the State, upon making a protracted search for 
the copper in the eastern part of the State, and 
an excursion to the wild lands beyond Phillips. 
Mr. Goodale willaccompany him. The prospects 
for success the ensuing season are very flattering. 





Matxe Troors Beyvonp Yorktown. As there 
are a large number of Maine troops in active en 
gagement against the enemy beyond Yorktown, 
there is naturally much anxiety among our people 
for the particulars of the last battles, with the 
lists of killed and wounded. As soon as received 





—they are expected daily—we shall publish such 
lists in full. The 5th Maine, (Col. Jackson,) 
which was in last Wednesday’s battle at West 
Point, must have suffered some losses. In the 
brigade to which this regiment is attached 300 
are reported killed and wounded. We have no 
reports yet of the loss in the 6th Maine in Mon- 
day’s battle at Williamsburg. Other Maine reg- 
iments probably went to the reinforcement of our 
attacking army at West Point, Our advices re- 
port that in the late engagements, the Maine 
troops fought splendidly. In the reconnoissance 
made on the 20th ult., in the direction of Lee’s 
Mills, the 11th Maine was in the engagement, 
from which we learn there was one killed and 
seven wounded. A letter writer says: ‘All the 
troops behaved remarkably well, particularly the 
llth Maine, who drove the rebels from the woods 
in front of their position at the point of the bay- 
onet.”” 





Tur Worves Funp, Hon. Edward Everett, has 
made an appeal to the country at large in behalf 
of Lieut. Worden, the gallant commander of the 
Monitor, at the time of her engagement with the 
Merrimac. He is now much disabled from in- 
juries received at that time, and will probably be 
obliged to resign his commission. An appeal is 
made to our patriotic and liberal citizens to aid 
in furnishing means for the purchase of a home- 
stead for his family. A five cent national fund, 
for this purpose has also been set foot. Mr. Hen- 
ry Hoyt, 9 Cornhill, Boston, is the Treasurer. 
Contributions to this fund may be made to the 
cashier of either of our banks. 





ta In speaking of the supply of cotton at the 
mills in Lewiston, the Journal says that the prob- 
abilities of receiving a large amount from Ten- 
nessee are significant and encouraging. It is ev- 
ident from the declining tendency of the market, 
that dealers are looking for an increased supply. 
India cotton is extensively used in this country, 
and several of the mills in Lewiston are using it 
to some extent—the Lincoln almost exclusively. 
By changes in the machinery it has been found 
practicable to use this short staple. 





Cotsy’s Crotnes Wrincer. The attention of 
our readers fff called to the advertisement of this 
machine in our to-day’s paper. It is simple in 
its construction, and is not liable to get out of 
order; being so constructed as to be readily 
placed upon the tub, and when on, holds itself, 
requiring no screws for the purpose. The frame 
is entirely of galvanized iron which prevents 
its rusting. A trial of the machine shows that 
it does its work well. 





ta A correspondent writes us that the ladies 
of Albion met at the Temperance Hall on May- 
day, for the purpose of working for thesick and 
wounded soldiers. Among the articles made and 
contributed, were fifteen flannel shirts, eighteen 
ticks, thirty-seven pairs of hospital drawers, one 
hundred handkerchiefs, besides quite a number 
of sheets and cloths for lint, &c. 





3 The public confidence in the success of the 
government in the complete suppression of the 
rebellion, and the re-establishment of the Union, 
is strikingly illustrated by the recent advance in 
government securities. The 7 3-10th U. S. ponds 
are quoted at an advance of five per cent. and the 
6 per cent. stock is selling at 3 per cent. premi- 
um. 





ta” The steamer Augusta, S. P. Getchell Mas- 
ter, has commenced her regular trips between this 
city and Bath, stopping at intermediate places. 
She leaves here at 74 A. M., and returns the same 
day. 


fe At the recent prize declamation of the 
Sophomore Class of Waterville Oollege, the first 
prize of $10 was awarded to John C. Harkness 
ot Bangor, and the second of $5 to W. T. Chase 











of North Berwick. 





Adjourned Meeting of the City Council. 
Avevsta, May 5, 1862. 
Present the Mayor, Aldermen M. E. Hamlen, 
Chisam, Faught, Fuller, Wall, Allen and C. 
Hamlen, and a quorum in the Common Council. 
Petition of Daniel Williams and others, for a 
receiving tomb in River Side Cemetery, was re- 
ferred to Committee on Burying Grounds. 
Petition of V. D. Pinkham, to be allowed the 
sum of $60 and interest thereon as part consider- 
ation for land sold the City for Cemetery, on the 
north of Winthrop Street, was referred to @ 
Special Committee consisting of Aldermen Faught, 
M. E. Hamlen, and Councilmen Norcross, Thorn 
and Lynn. 
Ordered, That the Committee on Burying 


Grounds sell the grass that may grow this se.sqn 
on Mount Pleasant and River Side Cemeteries. 


Referred to the Committee on New Streets, 
petitions of M.S. Wood and Benj. Shaw and 
others, for roads. 

Report of the Committee on Highways, to 
whom was referred the petition of John Dorr, was 
accepted, and an order was passed to pay the 
petitioner $22.50 in full for compensation for the 
injuries to his property on Bridge Street, by 
turning the water on Spring Street. 


Ordered, That the City Treasurer collect 
money due for lots in Mount Pleasant Cemetry, 
and notify those having friends buried in such 
lots, that the same must be paid for within thirty 
days from the passage of this order, or the bodies 
therein, will be removed to the City lots. 

Ordered, That the City Clerk collect all the 
books belonging to the City, and keep them in a 
suitable bookcase in the Aldermen’s room. 


In Jvint Convention, Levi Hicks was elected 
City Constable. 

The Committee on Finance, reported that it 
would be necessary to raise by assessment $34,- 
173.70, which sum was ordered to be appropri- 
ated and assessed, under the following heads : 
State tax, $6,162.80; county tax, $3,160.90 ; 
repairs of highways, $4,500 ; snow bills, $1,000; 
support of the poor, $3,500; schools, $5,000 ; 
city officers, $2,100 ; fire department, $800 ; po- 
lice, $500 ; printing, $150 ; river notes, and in- 
terest on same, $620; interest on loans, $1,680 ; 
abatements, $600; contingent, $400 ; discount 
on taxes, $2,000; debts becoming due in 1862, 
$2,000. 

Committee on Accounts reported roll of ac- 
counts No. 1. Payment was ordered on the same 
same’ to the amount $114.90. 

Petition of W. F. Hallett and others, for side 
walk on Hospital Street was referred to Commit- 
on Highways. . 

Ordered, That the Mayor contract with the 
Free Bridge Company for the passage of teams, 


employees, and officers of the city over the bridge, 
provided the contract can be made for $40. 


In Board of Aldermen, the bond of William 
Stevens, pound-keeper, for the east side of the 
river, was accepted. 

The first report of the City Marshal was al- 
lowed. , 

An order was passed appointing Messrs. M. 
E. Hamlen, Thos. Fuller and Chas. Hamlen a 
committee to enquire into the management of 
the City Agency and ascertain whether it would 
not be better for the interest of the City to have 
the same closed, and if so, to report how the 
liquors can best be disposed of. 

The Committee appointed to disburse the funds 
raised to aid families of volunteers, reported in 
favor of forty-six applicants for relief, which 
were accepted and allowance were ordered to the 
pergons named therein. Adjourned. 





A Dinicext Rocvz. A fellow named Geo. W. 
Whitten, who seems to have served a varied ap- 
prenticeship in roguery, while awaiting his trial 
in this city for some former misdemeaner, made 
his escape from the jail on Sunday, 4th inst. 
While the turnkey, Mr. Call, was employed in 
one of the cells, Whitten managed to fasten him 
in, and with a key which he had in his pos- 
session, unlocked the door opening into the jail- 
or’s office, and thence readily made his way into 
the street, and evading pursuit, struck a bee line 
westward. The first night he took up his lodg- 
ings in the Union Church in Manchester, making 
a comfortable couch of the pew cushions, and 
conveniently pillowing his head with the hymn 
books. The next day he commenced professional 
operations. His shoes having become somewhat 
the worse for wear, he helped himself to a new 
pair of boots which were temptingly exposed, and 
proceeded on foot to Winthrop. Here he halted, 
and during the night entered the railroad depot, 
where he appropriated to his own use an overcoat 
and a pair of over shoes, which had been tempo- 
rarily left there by a gentleman arriving in the 
afternoon train. The boots not having been made 
expressly for him, perhaps troubled his corns, for 
he left them in the depot, putting on the over- 
shoes of the unfortunate traveller, and resumed 
his travels. From Winthrop he went to Read- 
field, and the next night entered a building used 
for a store and post office, helping himself to va- 
rious articles in the store and robbing the post 
office of letters, stamps and a small amount of 
money. This last achievement terminated his ad- 
venturous career for the present. Sheriff Hatch, 
who had been on his track since his escape, ar- 
rested him in Readfield on Wednesday and brought 
him back to his former lodgings in the Kennebec 
jail, where it is to be hoped he may be securely 
kept until he is removed to more permanent 
quarters at Thomaston. 





PresENTaTIon or Cotors. A most interesting 
ceremony took place at the State House, on 
Tuesday of last week. It will be remembered 
that at the bombardment of Fort Pulaski, the 8th 
Maine regiment took a most gallant part in the 
engagement, and Gen. Benham decided that the 
colors of the regiment sliould be the first to be 
raised over the Fort. The colors having reached 
here in charge of J. H. Hamblen, Esq., of Port- 
land, they were presented to Gov. Washburn ; 
the former gentleman giving an account of the 
bombardment and capture of the Fort, in his 
speech of presentation, the Governor replying in 
an appropriate and eloquent manner. The pres- 
entation took place in the Council Chamber. 





ta" Hon. Joseph Williams of this city, having 
declined the nomination tendered to him, Gov. 
Washburn has nominated Hon. Charles H. Wal- 
ton of Auburn,—now representative of the Fourth 
District in Congress—to the vacancy on the 
Bench of the Supreme Court, occasioned by the 
expiration of Judge May’s term. Mr. Walton is 
a gentleman of eminent legal abilities, and well 
qualified for the high position to which he has 
been called. 





tz A salute of thirty-four guns in honor.of 
the capture of Norfolk and the destruction of the 
rebel steamer Merrimac, was fired from the U. S. 
Arsenal in this city yesterday, by order of the 
Commandant, Maj. Gilbreth. There is great re- 
joicing throughout the country over the recent 
successes of the Federal arms in Virginia and 
elsewhere. 





tar A Grand Panorama of the scenes and events 
of the present war will be on exhibition on Tues- 
day and Wednesday evenings of this week, at 
Meonian Hall. It is the production of an artist 
of Maine, and we understand it to be a work of 
great merit. The great interest in the subject 
now pervading the public mind, will ensure for 
it we trust a liberal patronage. 





ta We regret to learn that Lieut. Horace P. 
Pike, son of our neighbor of the Age, was severe- 
ly wounded at the battle of Williamsburg. His 
left foot was carried away by a cannon ball, and 
the leg has been amputated just above the ankle. 
Iie has arrived at Baltimore, and is under good 
care. 


Army Correspondence, 


For the Maine Farmer. 

Letter from the Ninth Regiment. 

Fernanpina, Florida, April 25, 1862. 

Mr. Eprror :—After a silence of some five or 
six weeks, I thought I would again trespass upon 
your patience with another of my imperfect 
scribbles. We are now enjoying the most beau- 
tiful season of the year. The weather is delight- 
fuland we are enjoying ourselves finely. The 
heat is not yet oppressive, though during the 
time from eleven A. M., to three P. M., it is 
quite warm ; at other times we have a cool sea 
breeze which cools and purifies the air and makes 
this one of the very healthiest places. The regi- 
ment is enjoying unusual health, not having lost 
a man by disease, since landing here. 

We rest with comparative safety from an at- 
tack from the enemy, though our pickets are oc- 
easionally annoyed by shots from the rebel ‘‘guer- 
rilla bands” which prowl about the vicinity of 
our outposts. They do not venture across the 
creek, but with their long range rifles they some- 
times fire a volley across among our pickets, but 
thus far without any damage tous. All the force 
we have at present, is this regiment and three 
companies of the New Hampshire 4th, under 
command of Maj. Drew. ‘The latter are stationed 
at Fort Clinch. 

The Pawnee lies in the stream presenting a 
formidable row of iron ‘‘barkers,’’ ready to 
‘“‘speak’’ to the rebels whenever they shall chance 
to come within ‘‘speaking distance.”’ 

Co. I, is stationed at the Railroad Bridge, a 
part of which was burned by the rebels. Their 
pickets furm the most advance guard. I regret 
to record a misfortune which happened a few 
days ago toa squad of men sent on the main 
land to guard some property there. The squad 
consisted of six men under charge of Orderly 
Webster, Co. I. They were surprised and at- 
tacked by a number of rebel cavalry and one 
man was killed, (private Chase, Co. I,) and the 
rest taken prisoners. Strong suspicions that one 
Lunt* of the same company, who deserted a few 
days previous, had informed the rebels of our 
pickets being at this point. After learning the 
above facts, the regiment was ordered to the 
mfin land and scoured the country for a number 
of miles, but found no rebels, They however, 
procured the body of young Chase, which was 
buried next day with military honors. 

Day before yesterday, we were reviewed by 
Gen. Benham, who has command of this military 
district. He pronounced us the best regiment 
he had reviewed in this division. Gen. Wright 
is relieved from command here and appointed to 
a command at North Edisto. I sec by the Maine 
papers, and especially the Aroostook Herald, that 
this regiment is represented as being sadly defi- 
cient in officers and discipline, &., and Col. 
Rich is censured in no small degree. These 
charges are too absurd to be believed, especially 
by a member of the regiment, who is a better 
judge of their efficiency in drill than a man in 
the State of Maine. To prove the falsity of these 
scandalous reports, | have but to call the atten- 
tion of the reader to the proceedings of yesterday 
and last evening to show the unbounded confi- 
dence of the boys in Col. Rich ; and as for the 
discipline of the regiment, the opinion of such 
men as Gen. Benham, Col. Bell and many others 
who have witnessed their drills and inspected 
them, go for more than those at home. 

Yesterday was a proud day for Col, Rich, and 
a joyous one for the boys. It is well known that 
Col. Rich has been in arrest for some weeks and 
Lt. Col. Bisbee was commander of the post. The 
charges against Col. Rich were brought by Lt. 
Col. Bisbee ; what the charges were [ will not 
‘atop to enumerate. Col. Rich demanded a Court 
| Martial, but weeks passed and he was not tried. 

Upon ascertaining that Gen. Bonham was about 
| to visit the post, a petition, or rather a request 
| was drawn up and signed by over nine-tenths of 
ithe regiment, which was presented to Gen. Ben- 
| ham yesterday morning, asking for an immediate 
| Court Martial or a release from arrest. The 
| General thus seeing the confidence of the regi- 
= in their Colonel, and examining into the 
charges, pronounced them frivolous, and restored 
Col. Rich his sword. This was yesterday morn- 
|ing, and the facts of his release became known to 
|the regiment toward night, which spread the 
| greatest joy and delight through the camp. He 
resumed command last evening at ‘‘dress parade.” 
He took command in his quiet unassuming man- 
ner, 80 well calculated to win the confidence and 
esteem of all who can love and appreciate a true 
man. As soon as dismissed from **parade’’ shout 
after shout burst forth, hundreds of caps flew 
high in air, and the wildest and most unbounded 
joy prevailed. Soon after *‘taps,’’ when all had 
retired to rest, the band repaired to the Colonel’s 
quarters to give him a complimentary serenade ; 
but scarcely had the first notes swelled out on 
the still night air, than the whole camp was 
aroused and the boys came flocking en masse to 
the Colonel's tent, After acknowledging the com- 
pliment ina neat but brief speech and when about 
retiring, ‘‘three times three’? went up again, 
which made the very welkin ring, after which 
they withdrew to their quarters. Thus closed an 
epoch in the history of the “ gallant ninth’’ 
which will long be remembered by officers and 
men. I only wish I could do justice to the oc- 
casion but my pen fails, Lt. Col. Bisbee who 
has been in command since the arrest of Col. 
Rich, has shown himself a fine military man, and 
no doubt with sufficient experience would be an 
excellent commander. I leave for the unpreju- 
diced reader to say whether Col. Rich is desery- 
ing their confidence. G. W. H. 


*Lunt has since been brought in with a flag of truce and given 
up. He will no doubt be shot. 




















Return or Invauip Souprers. Twenty-six in- 
valid soldiers, belonging to the Maine Regiments, 
arrived in Portland on Thursday last, and were 
quartered in the City Hospital. Good attention 
and care was bestowed upon them by the city au- 
thorities and the ladies. Two were left in Bostun 
being too feeble to bear the fatigue of a further 
journey without rest. The Advertiser gives their 
names, &c., as follows, 

Geo. Robinson, Corinth, Co. H, 6th regiment ; 
Geo. W. Irving, Somerville, Co. B, 11th reg.; 
Benj. A. Smith, Hallowell, Co. B, 11th reg.; Jas. 
Ellis, Winslow, Co. H, 11th reg.; Raymond Lin- 
eoln, Perry, Co. C, llth reg.; John Linnell, 
Skowhegan, Co. B, 7th reg.; Henry Stevens, Chel- 
sea, Co. B, 11th reg.; Geo. Saunders, Trescott, 
Co. C, 11th reg.; Jas. N. Dwelly, East Machias, 
_ C, 6th reg.; J. B. Hudson, t Monmouth, 

‘o. B, 11th reg.; Geo. R. Coyle, Lincoln, Co. A, 
5th reg.; A. W. Hutchins, Lewiston, Co. K, 7th 
reg.; Henry A. Mann, Hudson, Co. K, 11th reg.; 
A. O. Jackson, Farmington Falls, Co. D, 11th 
pi Jos. L. Mitchell, Stow, Co. H, 7th reg.; 
John Green, East Bradford, Co. K, 11th reg.; 
Henry C. Danico, Ellsworth, Co. G, 11th reg ; 
E. A. Danforth, Bradford, Co. K, 11th reg.; Jos. 
‘Meader, Litchfield, Co. D, 11th reg.; Moses 
‘Sleeper, Smyrna, Co. I, 11th reg.; S. D. Howland, 
Maysville, Co. I, 7th reg.; F. Laing, Passadum- 
keag, Co. C, 7th reg.; A. V. Pratt, South Molun- 
kus, Co. H, 7th reg.; Geo. M. Bodge, Naples, 
| Fife Major 7th reg.; Chas. Bubier, Hallowell, Co. 
|B, 11th reg.; Patrick Doherty, Carroll, Co. D, 
11th reg. 








Newsrarer Caances. I. A. Philbrick, Esq., 
who has had charge of the Biddeford Journal 
during the absence of Mr. Cowan with the Cay- 
alry Regiment, has retired from that paper. E. 
H. Hayes, Esq., a prominent member of the York 
County Bar is his successor. 

S. H. Noyes, Esq., formerly proprietor of the 
Bridgton Reporter, has disposed of his interest in 
the paper to Mr. H. C. Little, by whom it will 
hereafter be published. It will be under the ed- 
itorial direction of Chas. Lamson, Esq. The Re- 
porter is one of our best local exchanges. 








Latest Telegraphic Hews. 


Our Army Approaching Richmond. 





OCCUPATION OF NORFOLK BY GEN. 
WwooLk. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE NAVY YARD BY THE 
REBELS. 


THE MERRIMAC BLOWN UP. 


_—_ 


GEN. BEAUREGARD REIN@ORCED. 


A Desperate Battle Expected near 
Corinth. 
GEN. POPE ATTACKED AT FARMINGTON. 
THE ENEMY REPULSED. 


Two and a half miles from New Kent's Court 
House Cumberland, Virginia. Sunpay Mornine: 
A cmerae of the 6th Cavalry pushed on last 
night to Whitehouse 5 miles from here on the 
Pamunky river, better known as the Custis es- 
tate, owned by a son of Gen. Robert E. Lee. 

The Company secured 7000 bushels wheat and 
4000 bushels corn. ‘The rebels had burned the 
railroad bridge and tore up the rails some dis- 
tance towards Richmond. 

The distance from Whitehouse to Richmond by 
R. R. is 23 miles. 

The gunboats arrived here this morning and 
are now on their way to Whitehouse. The reb- 
els blockaded the river just below here, but the 
obstructions were blown up without much trouble. 

Battivore, 12. The Old Point boat has ar- 
rived. She brings the-following : 

Norrorx, 10.—6 P. M.—Gen Wool has just 
entered the city in company with Mayor Lamb and 
a*committee of the city government. The last 
rebel troops left this morning, leaving the city in 
the care of the Mayor. On the approach of our 
troops the Mayor went with a flag of trace to the 
city limits, and soon made an arrangement with 
Gen. Wool. ‘The city was to be given up on the 
promise that private property should be respected. 


Gen. Wool issued the following proclamation ; 
Heap Quarters Derartwent Vircinia, . 
Norrouk, May 10th, 1862. 
The City of Norfolk having been surrendered 
to the Government of the United States, militar 
ossession of the same is taken in behalf of the 
Kational Government, and Maj. Gen. Viele is ap- 
inted Military Governor for the time being. 
Fie will see that all citizens are carcfully protect- 
ed in all their rights and civil privileges, taking 
the utmost care to preserve order, and see that no 
soldiers be allowed to enter the city except by his 
order, or by written permit of the commanding 
officer of his brigade. 

He will punish summarily any American sol- 
dier who shall trespass upon the rights of any in- 
habitants. 

(Signed) Joun E Woot, Maj. Gen. 

After the departure of Gen. Wool, several 
thousand people assembled near the City Hall to 
hear a speech from the Mayor who seemed to be 
very popular. He said that in his negotiations 
with Gen. Wool he had secured a pledge for the 
protection of — property and the safe con- 
tinuance of all private business. . 

Gosport Navy Yardand the public property 
were burned to-day by the enemy, with most of 
the steamboats and other vessels, on Elizabeth 
river. The flames made a brilliant spectacle the 
entire evening. 

A despatch from Gen. Wool to the War De- 
partment dated Fortress Monroe 12th, says: The 
taking of Norfolk caused the destruction of the 
iron-clad steamer Merrimac, which was blown up 
by the rebels about five o’clock in the morning of 
the 11th of May, which was soon after communi- 
cated to you and the President of the United 
States. 

On the 11th I visited the Navy Yard, and 
found all the workshops, storehouses, and other 
buildings, in ruins, having been set on fire by the 
rebels, who at the same time partially blew up 
the dry dock. 


JY | ter fighting an hour and a half. 





I also visited Craney Island, where I found 39 
guns of large calibre, most of which were spiked ; 
also a large number of shot and shell, with about | 
5000 pounds of powder, all of which, with the 
buildings were in good order. As far as I have 
been able to ascertain, we have taken about 200 


The Record of the War, 


The Rebels Entrenched at Williamsburg, 

Wasutncton, May 6. Unofficial dispatches re- 
ceived here indicate the enemy in large force and 
strongly intrenched near Williamsburg, and in. 
tending to dispyte at that point the further pas 





of our , 

There has been some brisk fighting, in which 
Gen. Hancock had taken two redoubts and re. 
pulsed Early’s rebel brigade by a brilliant bayo- 
net charge. In this engagement Gen. Hancock's 
force is said to have killed two rebel Colonels, two 
Lieutenant Colonels, and captured one Colonel and 
150 prigoners. 

From W illiamsburg---Gen, Hancock's Brig- 

ade, 


Bivovac in Front or Witttamspura, 
May 5, 10 P. M. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War : 

_ After arranging fur a movement up the York 
river, I was urgently sent for here. find Gen, 
Johnston in front of me in strong force, probably 
greater, a great deal, than my own. 

Hancock has taken two redoubts and repulsed 
Early’s brigade by a real charge with the bayo- 
net taking one Colonel and 150 prisoners, and 
killing two Colonels and many privates. His con- 
duct was brilliant in the extreme. I do not know 
our exact loss, but fear that Gen. Hooker has lost 
considerable on our left. I learn from prisoners 
that they intend disputing every step to Rich- 
mond. 

I shall run the risk of at least holding them in 
check while I resume the original plan. My en- 
tire force is undoubtedly considerably inferior to 
that of the rebels, who will fight well; but I 
shall do all I can with the force at my disposal. 

(Signed) G. B. MeCretian, 
Major General Commanding. 
Federal Victory in Tennessee. 


Loutsvinis, May 6. A special dispatch to the 


Journal states that a fight had occurred at Leban- . 


on, Tenn. Gen. Dumont, with a portion of 
Woolford’s and Smith’s Kentucky Cavalry, and 
Wynkoop’s (Pa.) Cavalry, attacked Morgan’s and 
Wood's Cavalry, 800 strong, at Lebanon, on Mon- 
day morning at 4 o'clock. 

The rebels were utterly routed. A large num- 
ber were killed, and 150 prisoners were taken, to- 
gether with nearly all their horses. They fled af- 
Gen. Dumont is 
in full pursuit. He will capture the whole force. 
The a will be here this evening. It was 
a brilliant affair, and was managed with great 
skill by Gen. Dumont. Morgan is reported killed. 
Col. Smith was wounded in the leg. Col. Wool- 
ford was wounded in the abdomen, severely. The 
rebels were completely surprised. : 
From Yorktownu---Gen. Franklin's Division 

Embarking. 

Battimore May. 6. The following is from the 
American's Fortress Monroe correspondent : 

The French steamer Gassendi had arrived at 
Yorktown with the French Minister, also Capt. 
Fox, Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 

Up to one o’clock the steamers with Franklin's 
division had gone beyond Yorktown, but were 
waiting to hear from above. 

A return gunboat reports the river unobstruct- 
ed, and that our gunboats had reached West Point 
and landed a force, which destroyed a bridge on 
the road to Richmpnd. Several rebel transports 
were overtaken. Some were run ashore, those on 
board escaping and the vessels burned, and others 
were captured. 

Latest reports state that Gen. McClellan was 
with the advance, and supposed to be before Wil- 
liamsburg, in which direction there had been a 
brisk cannonading all day. 

Yesterday afternoon, a schooner came down 
James river, and when near Newport News was 
run ashore on the south side of the river, her men 
taking to the boats and pulling for Newport News. 

On arriving they announced that they had in- 
tentionally run her ashore to reach our lines, and 
that she contained sixty tons of coal for the Mer- 
rimac. Several boats started to get her off the 
shore. 

The Merrimae was now in sight, but did not 
attempt to interfere. The crew were taken to 
headquarters. They give a deplorable account of 
affairs at Richmond and among the troops, the 
latter regarding all further attempts to sustain 
the rebellion as sheer folly. 

Capt. Milward with a flag of truce went up 

1 


cannon, including those at Sewall’s Point batte- | James River to-day to mect a rebel boat, in whic 
ries, with a large number of shot and shells, a8| Gen. Huger promised to send down from Rich- 
well as many other articles of value stationed at| mond five hundred rebel prisoners, in exchange 


the Navy Yard, Craney Island, Sewall’s Point and | 
other places. 
(Signed) Joun E. Woot, 
Major General Commanding. 
Circaco, 12. A special dispatch from Cairo 
to the Tmies, says: The steamer Meteor from 
Pittsburg landing, Sunday morning, has arrived. 
There has been no gtneral engagement although | 
the situation of the armies is much more threat- 
ening than at any previous time. There have 
been several skirmishes which served to show the 
intention of the contesting forces. It was defi- 





nitely ascertained that so far from the reports 
about the evacuation being true, the enemy is 
strengthening all his defences instead of aban- 
doning his entrenchments. An immense force of | 
negroes are at work felling trees to make abattis | 
and strengthening the earthworks. It is now 
known that Gen. Lovell has reached Corinth with 
30,000 men. It can now be no longer a matter | 
of doubt that Beauregard is preparing his army | 
for a desperate struggle. | 

Our reconnoitering parties invariable mect the | 
enemy, go where they may. On the hill, in the | 
woods, and along the roads, the rebels seem to! 
present an overwhelming force. 

Preparations for a battle are being made on a} 
grand scale. Roads are cut through the woods | 
to facilitate the movements of different divisions. 
Siege guns are mounted in numbers. 

Pirtssurc Lanpine, llth. The following has 


just been received at the headquarters of the army | Yorktown to wait intelligence from t 
of the Mississippi, near Farmington, 9th, P. M.:| It is proposed to land at West Point. - 


To Major General Halleck :—-The enemy, 20,- 
000 strong, drove in our pickets beyond Farming- 
ton, and advanced on the brigade occupying the 
further side of the creek, in front of my camp.— | 
The brigade held on for five hours, until finding | 
themselves heavily pressed in front and on the | 
flank, and that I could not sustain them without 
passing the creek with my whole force, which | 
would have been contrary to your orders, and 
would have brought on a general engagement, I 
withdrew to this side in good order. The conduct 
of the a was excellent, and the withdrawal 
was made by them very reluctantly. The enemy 
made a demonstration to cross, but abandoned the 
movement. Our loss is considerable, though I 
cannot yet tell how great. 

Monterey, Tenn., 10th. The enemy yesterday 
attacked Gen. Pope’s outposts near Farmington, 
and drove them back on his main force, which 
was in position to receive an attack, but the 
enemy, after a sharp skirmish in front, retreated 
to Corinth. 

Deserters this morning report heavy losses by 
the enemy. Gen. Pope’s loss is not yet ascer- 


tained. 
(Signed) Hi. W. Hauxeck, 
Major General Commanding. 











Aruy Apporntuents. The following is a list 
of the declinations and appointments in the Maine 
Regiments as furnished by an Augusta correspond- 
of the Bangor Whig : 

Edwin M. Smith, of Wiscasset, declines the ap- 

intment of Major of the 4th Regiment, as he 

as received an appointment on the staff of Brig- 
— General Berry as Assistant Adjutant Gen- 
eral. 

The following named persons have been com- 
missioned : 

Llewellyn G. Estes, Oldtown, Ist Lieutenant, 
Co. A, Cavalry. 

Rev. Chas. , Blake, Farmington, Chaplain of 
135th Regiment. 

Edwin Libby, Rockland, Adjutant of 4th Regi- 
ment. 

Gustavus Rundlet, Wiscasset, Captain Co. G, 
4th Regiment. 

Ezra B. Carr, Wiscasset, Ist Lieut. Co. G. 4th 
Regiment. 

Wm. A. Barker, Rockland, 2d Lieut. Co. G, 
4th Regiment. 

Levi B. Bisbee, Belfast, lst Lieut. Co. K, 4th 
Regiment. 

Quartermaster E. M. Patten of the Cavalry 
Regiment, has resigned, and it is understood the 
nee has been offered to Andrew Griffin of 

angor. 

James S. Emery, of Hampden, has been ap- 

inted Allotment Agent, in place of A. A. Wing, 
Esq, who resigned on account of ill health. 

Corydon A. Alvord, New York, 2d Lieutenant 
Co. B, 11th iment, vice Albee, resigned. 

Fdward C. Pierce, Augusta, Ist Lieut. Co. B, 
3d Regiment, vice Donnell, resigned. - 

Warren Cox, Augusta, 2d Lieut, Co. B, 3d 
Regiment, vice Edward C. Pierce promoted. 





Masonic. At the annual communication of 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
the State of Maine, now in session at Portland, 
the following officers were elected for the present 
masonic year. : 

Josiah H. Drummond, G. M.; Wm. P. Preble 


D. G. M.; David Bugbee, 8. G. W.; T. K.j\ed 


Osgood, J. G. W.; Moses Dodge, G. T.; Ira 
Ber T yy G. Ss. . 


for those released by Gen. Burnside. Up to the 
hour of the Old Point boat leaving they had not 
been heard from, and we are looking for them 
to-night. 

Among the prisoners is the Chief of Engineers 
on Gen. Johnston’s staff. Hestates that the reb- 
el army at Yorktown amounted to 85,000 men. 
He gives a —— account of the condition of 
their army. Ile says they will be unable to make 
a stand anywhere this side of Richmond. 

The retreat commenced before daylight, and the 
rebel advance was 20 miles distant when the last 

un was fired from Yorktown. On Sunday morn- 
ing Gen. McClellan signalled the five gunboats to 
proceed up York river to West Point and remove 
all obstructions in the way. Quite a fleet of 
steamers and vessels loaded with rebel troops were 
discovered in the distance, and a pursuit com- 
menced, resulting in the capture of some of them, 
whilst others were run ashore and burnt by those 
aboard, who escaped to the woods. 

It is said that by 3 P. M. our gunboats reached 
West Point, at the head of navigation, thirty 
miles above Yorktown, frequently shelling par- 
ties of rebels who were discovered flying along the 
shore, and flanking that portion of the rebel army 
who were moving toward West Point to take the 
road to Richmond. Immediately in the wako of 
the gunboats followed a long line of river steam- 


| ers loaded with troops of Franklin’s whole divis- 


ion, 15,000 to 20,000 men. They were —— at 
nboats 


he gu 


Heavy Fighting at Williamsburg---Repulso 
of the Rebels - 


Apvance NEAR Wittiawsnvre, May 5. The 


dispatch to the Associated Press, gives particulars 
of the fight at Williamsbnrg, we give the follow- 


ing particulars : 

About 8 o’eclock the enemy opened on our troops 
ne on the left, composed of Gen. Hooker's 
Jivision and other troops of Gen. Heintzelman’s 
Division. The action in this vicinity was very 
heavy at times. The loss in killed and wounded 
is not known, but is supposed to be considerable 
on both sides. The enemy was repulsed at all 
points. Gen. Peet's Brigade, stationed to the 
right of Gen. Hooker’s Division, soon after be- 
came engaged. Here the firing was very heav 
for about two hours, during which they hand- 
somely repulsed the enemy in making a charge. 
Our loss here was about 30 killed and 75 wound- 
ed 


A brilliant vietory was achieved about 5 o'clock 
in the afternoon by General Hancock’s Brigade, 
assisted by Kennedy’s and Wheeler’s batteries. 

They had been ordered to the right to feel the 
enemy, and, if possible, turn their left wing. 
Here they were met by Gen. Earle’s brigade, con- 
sisting of the 5th North Carolina and 24th and 
38th Virginia regiments, with a squadron of cav- 
alry, who advanced in line of battle. Our troops 
who were quickly prepared to receive them, open- 
ed a heavy fire on them. The enemy advanced 
steadily to within two hundred yards, when Gen- 
eral Hancock ordered a charge with the bayonet, 
which was executed with the greatest courage. 

The enemy’s line broke, they became panic 
stricken and fled, leaving their dead and wounded, 
numbering 80 of the former and 40 of the latter. 
We also took 200 of them prisoners. Amon 
their killed and wounded was the Colonel an 
Lieut. Colonel of the 5th North Carolina regi- 
ment. Our loss was 17 killed and about 40 
wounded. Among the enemy’s dead were the 
bodies of the Lieutenant Colonel and Major of the 
24th Virginia regiment, — with several 
other officers. The dead was buried by our troops 
and the wounded cared for. 

From Gen. Pope's Army---Capture of 2000 
Prisoners. 

Cairo, May 6. The steamer Ella, From Pitts- 
burg Landing last night, arrived this afternoon. 

Gen. Pope by placing a battery of artillery in 
the open field near Farmington, in sight of the 
rebel regiments, succeeded in luring them on to 
take the battery, and took the whole force, num- 
bering 2000, prisoners. ‘ 
Deserters report great dissatisfaction in the reb- 
el army, both among the officers and men. Gen- 
eral Beaure had made a speech to the troops, 
saying that he would make @ desperate stand, and 
force the Federal — to retreat, and appealed to 
them to stand by him. 

Orders have been issued to the Federal troops 
to march Sunday night, but they were prevented 
from doing so by the heavy condition of the roads, 
which the heavy rains rendered impassable. 


Williamsburg Evacuated by the rebels 
Battiwors, May 7. The Old Point boat letter 
says the mail boat Nelly Baker arrived just before 
the boat left, and reports Gen McClellan in Wil- 
liamsburg, having drove the enemy from his po- 
sition. A few captured cannon had recap- 
tured, and a whole division has been thrown in 
the rear of Williamsburg. ‘ 
Witusamssvre, Va., May 6. [To the Associat- 
Press. : 
The — evacuated this place and their works 











in front last night, their rear guard 
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